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Foreword

Welcome to the Regulation 15 version of the Kingston
Neighbourhood Plan. Shaped by the community, this is
YOUR plan and we hope that you will support it.

You have told us that Kingston is a very special place to live with a unique character. In 2007
Kingston Parish Plan established an agreed framework for maintaining a sustainable
community, much of which remains relevant today. This Neighbourhood Plan and the policies
within it set out how you as a community wish to see the Parish change and develop over the
next 15 years.

This Plan could not have been written without the huge support of the Kingston community.
You identified a series of broad themes at the Village Drop-In day in late 2016 including: a
commitment to affordable housing for local people; the sense of a strong community spirit; an
appreciation of the beautiful rural and coastal countryside we live in and the importance of the
AONB. The Community Questionnaire, distributed to every home in the Parish, built on these
themes. 86% of residents, 11yrs and over responded. A separate Very Special Questionnaire
was included for children from 4-10yrs. The Plan now reflects the responses made during the
Regulation 14 Consultation in 2019.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the preparation of the Plan, in particular: the
Neighbourhood Plan Task Group, including residents and Parish Councillors; Bob Musk for
providing the photographs and presenting the mass of data from the Community
Questionnaire; My Locality and the Devon County Council/South Hams District Council
(SHDC) Locality Grant for the funding to support the work; the team of residents who trialled,
distributed and collected questionnaires and carried out the second home survey; our Parish
Clerk, Sue Green, for her continuing help and support; Lee Bray our consultant for pulling it all
together, Judy Alloway for leading the Task Group through Regulation 14 Consultation and
especially to all of you who took the time to respond so fully to the Questionnaire, at the Drop-
In events, the Regulation 14 Consultation and to the website blog, www.kingstonplan.org.

Once the Plan has been submitted to SHDC and independently inspected you will be asked to
vote on it. If approved by over 50% of the voters it will then become a legal document which
forms a part of the planning process up to 2034 and beyond.

Rae Musk Eve White
Principal contact Chair
Kingston Neighbourhood Plan Task Group Kingston Parish Council
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1. Introduction and Background

1.1 Welcome to the plan for the future of Kingston. Shaped by the local community i
this is your plan. It covers the whole parish.

1.2 A neighbourhood plan gives a local community a greater say over how its area will
develop in the future. It is put together by the local community, tested by public
consultation and independent examination and referendum and ultimately becomes part
of the local development plan, helping to guide decisions about development in the area.
This neighbourhood plan has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the
Localism Act 2011 by Kingston Parish Council, which is a qualifying body as defined in
the Act. It has been prepared in line with the regulations and meets the basic tests
(shown at paragraph 1.6 below). Greater detail is set out in the Statement of Basic
Conditions referred to in Appendix V.
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1.3

1.4

15

1.6

The plan making process began late in 2016 with approval of the principle by South
Hams District Council and the formation of a neighbourhood plan steering group to guide
the process locally. Surveys and consultations were carried out during 2016-18 as the
plan took shape. In particular, a drop-in day took place and a community questionnaire
was circulated to every household in the parish, eliciting an 86% response rate. Greater
detail about the process is set out in the Consultation Statement which accompanies the
plan.

A draft version of the plan was issued for public consultation over a statutory six-week
period between 19" August and 29" September 2019. The consultation responses to the
plan have been analysed and any necessary amendments to the plan made so that this
version will be submitted to the local planning authority (South Hams District Council)
which will arrange for its independent examination prior to a local referendum.

The plan complies with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019 and
adopted plans for the area. In particular, it complies with the Plymouth and South West
Devon Joint Local Plan (JLP) with which it shares the same time horizon (2034 and
beyond).

To meet the basic conditions at examination a neighbourhood plan must:

9 be appropriate having regard to national policy;
9 contribute to the achievement of sustainable development;
9 be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the development plan; and

9 be compatible with human rights requirements and EU obligations.
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1.7 When the plan has been finally approved,

1.8

1.9

development plan for the area. This will mean that it will be used alongside other local
and national planning policies to help make planning decisions and to guide and manage
future development in the area. It will become a reference point for the local planning
authority (South Hams District Council), planning inspectors and decision makers of all
kinds 1 investors, developers, funding bodies, the Parish Council, community groups and
existing and future residents. Its delivery will be the responsibility of us all.

The plan and its policies will be monitored to judge their effectiveness over time, see
Section 8. There may be a need to review the plan, (or a part of the plan), in future and
regular monitoring will help to assess this.

The beautiful setting of the parish of Kingston, its abundant natural resources and long
history, create a strong sense of place. This Neighbourhood Plan recognises that the
special qualities of Kingston are highly valued by the community. All of the Plan policies
have been informed, therefore, by a comprehensive Character Assessment that records
the physical and historical attributes of the parish.

1.10 A Glossary of terms has been included as Appendix VI.
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2. Local Context, Vision
and Objectives

2.1 Kingston is an isolated coastal parish set on
the South Devon coast and lies entirely within the
South Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB). The parish is also bounded by the Heritage
Coast and the Undeveloped Coast and lies alongside
the unspoilt Erme estuary, which includes a Site of
Special Scientific Interest and an extensive estuarine
Marine Conservation Zone. The area is popular with
holidaymakers and the local economy rests primarily
on tourism and agriculture. The parish is home to
about 380 people, the majority of whom live in the
village. That population figure has changed little in
the past two hundred years, although there have
been at least 65 new homes built in the village itself
since 1945.

2.2 Kingston village lies at the heart of the parish
and is only approached through a network of single-
track lanes with passing places. Any significant
increase in traffic flow will have an adverse impact on
the village and on the local area. It includes two
Conservation Areas with several listed buildings. The
village supports only a few local facilities including
the ancient St James the Less Parish Church, the
popular Dolphin Inn, a small village hall (the Reading
Room), a well-equipped Recreation Ground and
remarkably, a volunteer fire station, of which only two
remain in Devon. A proposal during 2019 to close the
fire station imminently was withdrawn by the Fire
Authority in January 2020.

2.3 In spite of its isolated position, no school, shop
or post office and a public transport service limited to
one shopping bus a week to Plymouth, Kingston is a
desirable place to live, especially for those who are
retiring or looking for a second home. Consequently,
the price of most homes is beyond the reach of local
families on average wages and first-time buyers. The
average house price in Kingston over the last 5 years
is over £365,167. Of the 215 homes in the parish,
currently 23% are second homes/holiday lets and
16% are social housing properties.
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